1667-87] BESCHEFER 70 VILLERMONT 279

to Montreal with the militia, and, while on the way,
to escort a convoy. Monsieur de Vaudreuil®
remained at fort Aniagara with the troops, in order
to finish it and the soldiers’ barracks. He had orders
that, while descending from Katarokouy to Montreal,
he should post his men in the places that were
most dangerous for the safety of another convoy.
He did so without meeting any of the enemy on the
way. There were some, however; for, 6 leagues
from the place where he had posted himself, they
killed 9 frenchmen, whom they surprised on the
lake-shore when the latter least expected it.

Thus, as you may see, Monsieur, the war has
begun quite auspiciously. It is much to be feared,
however, that it will cause the ruin of a portion of
the colony, owing to the settlements being so scat-
tered. Monsieur de Denonville omits nothing that
can be done to protect them from the incursions of
the Iroquois, who are all the more to be dreaded
since they are incited by the english, who will not
fail to suggest to them means for doing us injury.
All persons agree that, in the present condition of
the country, 500 Iroquois led by Europeans would in
3 months devastate Canada,—notwithstanding all
the precautions that might be taken, or the forces
that we might have to oppose to them; because the
french cannot run through the woods as they do,
and cannot subsist as easily therein as they.

On the 7th of this month, they attacked a house
at the extremity of Montreal island; but, as it was
surrounded by a tolerably high palisade, and as those
within it delivered a heavy fire, they were unable to
carry it; and they had 3 men killed and others
wounded. They have since burned several other
houses, and barns full of wheat.



